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For questions and to submit documents, please contact our team
coordinators at questions@casasporcristo.org or 915.778.0046.

Fax: 915.778.0086.

QUICK GUIDE

3-6 Months Prior

Register yourself and up to 2 other individuals from your

church/organization (Additional team members, beyond the first

three from your organization, are welcome, but will have to pay our

“Team Casas” individual trip rate. Cost varies by location).

30 Days Prior

Apply for your passport.
Read this Guatemala Legacy Trip Guide.
Do NOT purchase plane tickets until the trip is scheduled.

If the trip has reached the minimum number of participants and

is scheduled...

0  Submit your final trip payment.

0 Secure your flight to and from La Aurora International
Airport in Guatemala City, Guatemala.

0 Submit your flight itinerary, food allergies, disclosure of risk
form, and medical release form to our team coordinators.

0 Check your email to find out your missionary, lodging, and
family information.

0 Pray for the recipient family.

0 Casas por Cristo will purchase travel insurance on your

behalf.

*At least 3 churches/organizations need to register 30 days prior to the trip
start date for a trip to be confirmed. Registrations will be accepted until the

trip takes place.


mailto:questions@casasporcristo.org

PACKING LIST

Travel documents (passports, etc.)

Tool belt or nail apron

Work gloves

Protective eye wear

Long work pants (no capri pants or shorts on work site)
Work shirts (t-shirts)

Sturdy closed-toed shoes or boots & flip flops

Hat or bandana

Insulated water container

Sun block

Chap stick

Bible

Soap, shampoo, & other toiletries

Emergency cash for medical treatment

Feminine hygiene products (tampons are difficult to find)

Hammer (no smaller than 16 oz.) REQUIRED TOOLS

Carpenter’s pencil
25 ft. tape measure
Utility knife

*Earplugs (for sleeping)

*Flashlight - *These items aren’t
*Wet wipes mandatory but
*Knee pads can be helpful

DO NOT PACK

Tank tops or sleeveless shirts

Torn pants

Hair dryers, curling irons, and hair straighteners

Shorts shorter than knee length (no cheerleading/running shorts)
Tight fitting clothing (yoga/spandex pants)
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30 DAYS PRIOR

Disclosure of Risk & Medical Release Form

You must fill out a Disclosure of Risk & Medical Release Form before you
enter into Guatemala. We now collect this form digitally. You will receive an
email with instructions on how to fill out this form. Your form is due 30 days
prior to your trip. (As a team leader, you will receive a link to enter each of
your team members’ names and emails, and then this digital form for will be
sent to each of them to complete).

Final Payment
Make your final payment online or send a check to Casas por Cristo, PO Box
971070, El Paso, TX 79997.

Flights

Purchase your airfare to and from La Aurora International Airport in
Guatemala City, Guatemala. Book flights to arrive anytime on the first date
of the trip and depart anytime on the last date of the trip. Due to the unique
situation of this trip, we will not allow any exceptions to the arrival and
departure days. Forward your flight itinerary to our team coordinators.

Food Allergies
Email your food allergies to our team coordinators.

Missionary, Lodging, & Family Information

Check your email for a trip profile page link containing information about
your assigned missionary, Guatemala lodging, and family. We will send it to
you no later than 30 days prior to your trip.

Travel Insurance

Casas por Cristo will purchase travel insurance on your behalf (see
EMERGENCIES section for details). Your Casas missionary will keep a
printed copy of your group’s travel insurance ID cards throughout the trip.
(As a Team Leader, you will purchase this policy on your own for all team
members and submit proof of insurance to Casas prior to your trip).



TRIP DETAILS

Arrival & Departure

Your Casas missionary and one of our team coordinators will set up a video
call with you and the other team members sometime before your trip to
introduce ourselves, go over expectations for the week, and talk about your

airport pickup.

Once we have received everyone’s flight itineraries, we will email you some
scheduled pick up times from the airport. Once you exit customs, you can
wait in the café area to the left of the exit until the designated pick up time.
Then exit the airport to meet your Casas representative out front and board
the bus.

Animals
It is important that you do not feed or touch the animals in Guatemala.

Many of them carry diseases and have the potential to bite or scratch.

Attire

Please bring clothing that is modest and appropriate. The following clothing
items are prohibited: tank tops, cutoff shirts, torn pants, shorts shorter than
knee-length (no cheerleading/running shorts), tight-fitting clothing (no
leggings or yoga/spandex pants). On the work site, everyone must wear long
pants and closed-toed shoes for protection. You may wear modest, knee-

length shorts whenever you are not on the work site.

Cell Phones
Talk with your carrier to see if you will have service in Guatemala and what
charges you may incur. Your Casas missionary will have a cell phone with

service in Guatemala in case of emergencies.



Cost

We provide this exclusive trip at no cost to you and up to 2 additional team
members from your church/organization (This includes all materials, meals,
transportation, lodging, and insurance in country). You will need to cover
airfare to/from Guatemala. Additional team members from your
church/organization will need to pay our Team Casas individual rate. A
$100 deposit from them is due 30 days before the trip. The $100 deposit is
non-refundable and non-transferable. However, if we do not reach the
minimum number of participants, the trip will be canceled and their deposit
will be refunded.

Cultural Sensitivity

Casas por Cristo exists to open the door for local pastors and churches to
share the love of Jesus Christ by serving. The Guatemalan church culture is
generally more conservative than yours. Please be sensitive to the desires of
the pastors you are here to serve. Our pastors have asked that our teams
refrain from purchasing or consuming alcohol and tobacco, dress modestly,
and respect the facilities. Ask your Casas missionary for more specific

information about your assigned pastor/church.

Dedication

Start thinking about how you would like to dedicate this home. We will
provide a Spanish Bible, keys, and a plaque. This will be a great time for the
group and family to speak with one another and pray together. Check out
our dedication sample outline for more details.

Devotions

Reflecting on each day is an important part of your experience. We will plan
a time each day for a group devotional and reflection. Your Casas
Missionary will lead you in Devotions

Documentation
Passports are REQUIRED for all team members! If you plan to travel with
minors without parents, please see the US Customs & Border

Protection's recommended documentation.



https://casasporcristo.org/wp-content/uploads/Dedication-Sample-Outline.pdf
https://de.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/children-traveling-with-one-parent-or-with-someone-who-is-not-a-parent-or-legal-guardian/

Excursion

We have arranged for your team to visit the ancient city of Antigua and
shop around the local market the day prior to your departure. The cost of
transportation to Antigua is included with your trip, but you will need to pay
for your own lunch ~3$15. Please note that in the event your home takes
longer to complete than anticipated, you will give up your excursion day to
stay and finish the house.

Gifts for the Recipient Family
In an effort to create uniformity and adhere to the desires of our pastors, we
ask that you limit your gifts to one of each of the following per family.

9 One bed, which can be purchased for $120 in our online store.

9 One Eco Filter, which can be purchased for $60 in our online store.


https://casasporcristo.org/product-category/dominican-republic-merchandise/
https://casasporcristo.org/product-category/dominican-republic-merchandise/
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Immunizations

We do not require any immunizations; however, we do recommend current
Tetanus and Hepatitis A & B immunizations. You may check the CDC
website to see what they recommend for travel to Guatemala.

Internet

Most accommodations offer basic internet for $10/week that will allow you
to text and call (video streaming unavailable). Cash and credit cards
accepted at the Casas store.

Lost Baggage
If your baggage does not arrive, please see the airline and give them the
following information.

9 Address: 7 Calle 3-34, Zona 1, San Raymundo, Guatemala.

9 Guatemala staff phones: 4488-24606 (Pete Dockery), 3166-6771 (Kyle
St. Amand), and 4561-8486 (Luke Stavely). Dial o11-502 first if
calling from a US phone number.

Meals, Transportation, & Lodging

Casas por Cristo will arrange your meals, transportation, and lodging in
Guatemala. The only meal not included is lunch while sightseeing in
Antigua. We offer this free of charge to the first 3 people from your
church/organization. For any additional person joining your group, the fees
for this are included in their final payment

Merchandise

You may purchase Casas souvenirs (t-shirts, hats, mugs, etc.) from the Casas
store located at our office in San Raymundo. You can also shop online on
our website. US dollars, Guatemalan quetzales, and credit cards are
accepted.

Money

In Guatemala, the currency is called the Quetzal. The US dollar

is not accepted in San Raymundo. Exchange your money state side for the
best exchange rate or in the Guatemala City airport. You will need to have
your passport and know where you are staying in San Raymundo in order to
exchange money. The address you can give is 7 Calle 3-34, Zona 1, San
Raymundo, Guatemala. You can also withdraw money from the local
ATM’s in San Raymundo using your personal debit card. Please check with


https://casasporcristo.org/shop/

your bank to see what fees may apply. No banks will exchange $20 bills in
San Raymundo, so if you need to exchange money there, you will have to
bring crisp $50 or $100 bills.

Personal Belongings

Don't bring anything to Guatemala that you would be heartbroken to leave
without. We recommend keeping anything of value with you at all times
(money, passports, jewelry, etc.), locked in the safe in our office, or secured
in the room at your lodging facility.

Recipient Family

We do not require that the recipient families participate in the building
process beyond having the site prepared. However, many families are eager
to help but are shy and feel like they would be in the way. Make every effort
to include your family in the building process. Some families will prepare
meals for teams to show their gratitude. These families make extra efforts to
ensure that the food is safely prepared.

Smart Traveler Enrollment Program

We will enroll your group in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at
STEP.state.gov. This will help the US government reach you in an
emergency. (As a Team Leader, we recommend you enroll your team
members in this program prior to arrival)

Spanish

The primary language spoken in Guatemala is Spanish. However, some
families speak a Mayan dialect called Kagchikel. We encourage you to learn
some Spanish phrases beforehand to be able to speak with your family.

Support Your Missionary

In order to keep the cost of our mission trips low, our missionaries raise their
own salaries to serve at the ministry. Each missionary depends on gifts from
churches and dedicated individuals to cover their salaries. Changing a
family’s life this week could not happen without your effort and sacrifice. It
also could not happen without your financial support of our missionaries. At
the end of your trip, encourage your missionary by giving a donation and
consider joining their monthly support team.


https://step.state.gov/step/

Team Composition

The ideal group size is 15 to 25 people per house. We will send you a roster of
your team prior to your trip. The work will include pouring concrete,
building walls, and installing metal roofing, electrical, siding, windows, and a

door

Time Zone

Water

Weather

Your Casas Missionary

EMERGENCIES

Casas por Cristo Office Number: 915.778.0046



